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I ALASKA GIVES WARNING.

J uAnvsiiii' Asn heath ix tjte
PATH OV OOT.Ii SEEKERS.

fr Tenetrrrret Try lo lUaeb.
o Time o

Companies Unable tothe ItlBKlnm-Tnull- nn

Furnish l'rnlHn Tor the Hundred. Who

j nipect "" " il"' KInIUa neglon.

JirsrAtt. Alaska. Aug. O.- -lt Is time to toll
.nliuoiiiojiUIn facts about tlio ilinicultlcsof
retting gold In Alaska. Alaska foresaw nil
Ilong last spring that the remould bo n tremen-

dous ruh Into tho Interior this summer, but not
w Meat Imagination cou,d hllT0 dronmol '

i inytlilng llko what has Tho report
out from tho Klondike by tho two or

which camo out last winter with
tho Interior wero such as to excite

Alaskans who have not usod to stories
In the placer diggings and are not(brought away by that sort of excitement,

southeast Alnskn was not prepared for
stories as have como over tho pass or

St. Michael this summer. Nor was
for ttio tremendous excitement

hth those stories havo creatod In tho States.

The result has bcon a rush such as old Forty
ntners siy eclipses thastnmpcdo for California

hen thu first dlscov orlos woro mado there.
jt I, Impossible, probably, to convoy topeoplo

at the Mates who havo never Been such a rush

for gold, and who havo novor been carrlod away
by surh excitement, an adequate notion of tho
condition of things up hero now. Alaska Is

erronwlth men, many of them unprepared

for tho tremendous difficulties and hardships

which they are certain to undorgo. hut nearly

allot whom seem to expect that thoy will bo
' tho handful if they can

ablo to pick up cold by

snly get 'nt0 lll '""N"1 Klondlko diggings.
minded men of cxperienco who havo lived

long enough to nco other stampedes

IBobor nono of any such mognltudo ns this
to their natural end In failure shako their
and prophosy dismally of what is to bo

expected from tho winter. Tho men who como

over tho pass next January wilt bring out with
thorn stories of the most despcrato hardship and
suffering, and it will bo a (treat marvel if they

horrlblo accounts of star-.iin- n
do not havo to relato

nml death by freezing.

In spite of all the warnings that havo been
printed and sent out from men familiar with
the situation, tho tonderfeet keep rushinir in

literally by the thousand. They haven't tho
faintest Idea of what cold getting In tho Interior
Of Alaska means. Hundreds of men havo come

tin hero who don't know anything whatever
about enduranco or physical hardship. They
are bank clerks, law clerks, clerks in stores,
ben of sedentary habits, men who never
have done ono goodday's hard work out of doors

In their lives, narrow-cheste-

men, who can no more endure the work
bf panning gravel than thay can got down to It
through the frozen surface dirt in order to can
ItT Judged by the tests of sane men, Alaska Is

tall of lunatics now, and a largo asylum would
Hot accommodate a small proportion of them.

Four thousand men. it Is estimated, are camped
bow along the beaches at Dyea andSkaguay
Waiting for an opportunity to get over tho passes.

It is doubtful If more than as many hundreds
get over. A good many of them, undoubtedly,
will glvo up and go book to tho States. They
are beginning to do that already, but even their
warnings, addod to thoeo ot experienced Alas-
kans, apparently havo no effect on tho onward
rash. Tho boats that coma up trom below are
jammed to the guard rails with, men and freight,
they are bringing all sorts ot things here,
lom of tho most '""""ff outfits that wero
trer devised, and that show how completely
the men who bring them fall to realize what
Ihey are undertaking. of the

boats Is laughable Every stateroom,
Ivcry bunk In every cabin Is occupied. Men
Keep on tho decks. At night tho tables In the
laloons aro cleared and men make up their
bonks there. Apparently It Is any way to get to
Alaska, and if it wasnt so far a good many

try to swim. They eem to think that all
,to be hero la ordar to got rich. a

there may be for men
coma up In the spring. It la tho absolute

there Is no chanco for men who start
except the chanco to starve and freoze.

experience of other years proves that this Is
The great stampede to Cook Inlet two
ago ought to be enough evidence if there

nothing more, but there is more. It Is worth(would to consider the experiences which the men
have wintered in tho Interior in other years
had. Last year probably more men stayed
Tukon than ever before In tho history of

gold diggings. No accurate census ot
could bo made, but it Is not probable that
than 2.200 lived through the winter on

Twenty-fiv- e hundred certainly Is an
liberal estimate. The two

transportation companies, tho Alas-
ka Commercial and tho North Ameri-
can, have been taxed to tho utmost of their
Utility heretofore to take care ot the winter
dwellers on the Yukon , who have Increased in
Dumber only at an ordinary rate. The main
depots of tho trading companies are at St.
Michael Island, a short distance from the
mouth of the Yukon. Tho companies havo to
take their supplies 1,800 miles up tho river to
get to their trading posts. The river Is open at
the most about four months. The steamers are
Of necessity of light draught and not of great
power. It Is impossible for them to make great
speed against the swift current of the Yukon.
They are advertised to make four trips a year,
from Bt. Michael to Forty Mile; but only In the
tnost favorable seasons havo they been able' to accomplish that. Usually the last boat
freezes up somewhere down below Circle City,
some times as far down as tho mouth of the
Tonana. The result has been that every year
provisions in the posts have run short. This
last winter flour sold for almost a dollar a
pound. The last party that came out on tho lco
reached Juneau in March. Flour at Circle City
Was then selling at 936 per fifty pound sack,
and that was at least six weeks before there
could be any hope that tho Ice would go out and
give tho trading companies a chanco to get In
new supplies. Potatoes had all given out, and

were beginning to suffer from scurvy,
eans had gone to enormous prices, and bacon

Was no longer to be had.
Now that was In an ordinary year. This year.

course, the trading companies understood
hat there would De an Increased lush to tho In
orior. News of Klondike's strikes had already

come out, and It was certain that a largor num-ber-

men than ever would undertake to find
fortune along tho Yukon or Its tributaries. Hut
the companies could not foresee the trcmen- -
eons rush which tho midsummer reports from
the Klondike had started, and thoy did not havo
an opportunity to moke any reasonablo estimate
of the numberof men for whom they would havoI to caro this winter until It was almost too lata
to make any extra preparations.

The wild stampede Into the Yukon began at
last about the time when the companies wero
ending their last boats from St. Michael. Tho

companies have mado their best efforts to get
extra supplies up tbo rlvor. Every sort of craft
that could In any way be made available has
been pressed Into service, but It was Impossible
to mako anything llko adequate preparation
lor tbo demands which are certain to be made
on the compaaies stores this wlntor. The nor-
mal Increase of population In tho Yukon would

have been more than 600, If, Indeed, as
irgo as that, hut already 2.000 men havo gone

fver the passes expecting to stay throughout
ins winter at least, It not until they have mado
their fortunes., Thousands more are waiting
to go. Very tew of theso men, compare- -

rely, have taken outfits. Host ot thempave been fairly .supplied with money. They
' havo beard that Chore are trading companies in

the Interior which have stores, andthey have relied on them for provisions. It willtw Impossible for most of these men to come out
this winter. The trip over the pass in tho winterIs a desperate undertaking. Only the most ex-
perienced and hardened Yukoners undertake It.
If these tenderfeet try It the melting snows nextspring will reveal many bodies along the trail.Bo much for tho matter of provisions. Now,
something about the difficulty of getting intotho Yukon. There are Ave passes by which tho
J0",1 rW2, ftn be crossed. The most popularono is the Chllkoot, because there are only twon- -
ty seven miles to be travelled from tidewater to
Lsko Llndennan, which is at the head of thoI "i'' u"t the Chilkoot rises 3.700 feet In the
first four miles. Tho new pass at Bknguny is
;.er',Popular, and crowds of men are camped atI i."0 beginning of It. Wblto and Taku passes
como lu for their share ot travel. Wblto pass be--
ontf,Ja'or.Jl Particularly because It rises onlym A(0 feet in eighteen miles. Hut thoy are bothI L"lflir fai fttf,,8n 'ther tho Chilkoot or Ska- -

ubJmto ? Ilkat pass UM betia Practically

I After getting over theso passes to tho head-- m

waters of tho Yukon, If ono goes In the summer.he must wiilpsaw Umber and muko u boat. Arood many ot tho old Yukonors prefer to go Inthe spring, before tho lco has gone out. ThentUoy muko tho whole journey with sledges and
J'!100'' "",'! can ,c.arTC ft Iuu'h ifroater outfit andmore supplies. ,1'aeklng over tbo pass ismostlyI a?!.0, '''i 5V" natives. Tho ordinary nrlco Is from
J1-- to H4u hundred, but now tho demand is so
5Lfic.i l,lmt 'M" KJ'1 ) thing iliey hive ato ask. tigiuo Juneuu un wtnt

ft ''

-. .'Adv f,.;w y.iW4''Tu

up tho Chllkoot Pass last spring and rigged
a wire tram with block nnd tackle, and cut the
price for pnoklng down to $3 a hundred, but the
stampede has sont their prloe climbing with
thoso ot tho Slwashcs. Tho grcnt oxpenso of
packing over tho passes Is ono ot tho things
which Induces a good many men to go with short
outfits. Thoy rely on tho trading companlos for
their stores.

After tho hondwntors of tho ukon nro
reachod.lf tho Journey Is by boat, the worst of
tho dlinculty Is over, but thcro is still a groat
deal of hard work nnd considerable dniigor,
Tho current of tho river Is so swift that tho
boats travol with great speed, Thero nro sev-
eral rocky passagos and rapids which uroox-tromol- y

dangerous, which only experienced
men undortako. Ueunlly portagoa nro mado
around those rapids anil tbo boats let down
through by ropes.

It Is dlftlcult for tho mon who como up from
tho Ktntes to comprehend tho tremendous
changes in the Alaska climate. Along tho const
the temporaturo Is very even, it Is nover cold
and It Is nover hot, hut thoro Is a very heavy
precipitation, Tho Japan current is responslblo
for both. Tho warm waters provont the cold,
and tho warm winds meeting tho cold winds
from nil the coast rango bring tho rain, snow,
and fog. Hut onco ovor tho conit rango thu
situation is entirely changed. In tho Interior
tho thermometer climbs to n tremendous height
In tho summer nud gets Into n terrible statu ot
depression In tho winter. At Clrtlo City thero
hns been n rango of 180" within a twelvemonth,
tho thcrmomotur going to 112 abovo zero lu
tho summer nnd to 82' below rcro in tho winter.

In tho summortlmo thcro Is n growth of veg
ctntton whlih In almost tropical in its abun-
dance It begins ns soon as tho surfneo of tho
? round begins to thaw uut. Tho wholo country Is

ro7.cn so solid that It never thaws nut com
plctoly, Tho suu gets tho frost out for n fow
lectin tho Bummer nnd thon tho moss and tho
grnss nnd tho rnnk undergrowth of Bhrubs nnd
weeds nnd reeds como on with nmaring rapid-
ity. Much of the country is llko nswnmp or
marsh nnd mosquitoes infest It In myriads such
ns oven the most mosquito-hunte- Jcrseyman
nover dared to Imagine His told up horo with
straight fnco nnd unwinking oye that thoy oven
kill tho big cinnamon bears that inhabit tho In-
terior. Alaskans who hno been into thn Yukon
country bollevo that story, whothcr tho

residents of tho States wlllor will nut.
Hut mosquitoes aro not tho only posts. Thero
nro Illoi by tho hundred billions; black Hies,
such ns make llfo unbearable in the Adirondniks
for n month oach summer, nnd gnats In swnrms.
and midges and Jiggers, and almost ovory kind
ot Insect that over was duxlsed that could bito
and sting and poison. Tnr oil, turpentine, and
grease, all tho schomes that hunters linvo found
available- In clviltred countries lose, their charm
wni-- pitted against tho Alaskan mosquitoes.
Smudges havo no terrors for these beasts; and
tho only way which a man can defend himself
with any sort of success Is by wearing stout

I gloves nnd keeping his head encased lu inns-- 1

I aulto nettlna-- - unit hvpd thnt lmiNt bo knut uwnv
from his fnco and nock by tho brim ot his bat.

It is reported hero that many men nro striking
for tho Interior by way ot St. Michael. Tho
foolishness of doing that la now apparent when
It Is considered that they will bavo to wait at
St, Michael tho whole winter. Tho first boats
up the Yukon will start out In May, If they havo
good luck and the season is early. Long Dofore
that time the men who go in over Uio pusses will
be olthor at tho diggings or well on their nay
there. St. Michael Is a cheerful place to stop-fo- r

the winter. If the man who tells It baa no re- -

?ard for the truth. There Is neither llreuood nor
water there. The wood is mostly drift,

gathered on tho coast, towed in In barges or
rafts. It makes a lino big smoko, and once in a
whllo some tiro. Water Is brought from tho
coast or molted out of snow, and thcro Is just
nothing to do but wait nnd watch tho ocean and
tbo rain when fogs lift so you can see anything.

Now something about tho work that a man
must do on his claim when he gets It. In tbo
Jlrst place It must be understood that the g

sand Is not on tho Burface of tho ground.
You can't Just walk along nnd pick up nuggets at
your feet, l'ou havo got to dig. nnd it is the hard-
est kind of digging human beings over had. The
prospector pokes along tho stream with his boat
until ho comes to a plnco where tho surfaco In-
dications reveal to his cxperienco tho presence
or tho probability ot gold, lie selects a bar and
begins to dig. lie knows that the pay streak. If
there Is a pay streak. Is anywhere from ten to
twenty-tlv- o feet below tho surfneo.

l'osslbly ho may conclude to dig in tno oottom
of the river. In a placo where thcro Isn't nny
bar. If he docs that, ho spends n few cheerful
weeks In tho laborious construction of a wins-da-

Ho carries his apron down far enough to
lve him a chanco at thn bottom; then he goes
own tor the pay streak, and Just about tho

tlmo tbnthe bos got to It. if ho is playing in tho
right sort of bad luck, high water comes along
and takes out his wlngdam. Thon ho puts in
Bomo other damns, not wlngdams, und does his
work all over again.

llut If ho prospects on a bar ho vory soon gets
to tho point beyond which tho sun ba not
thawod out tho tmzen mud. Then his trouble
begins for sure. If he waits patiently, and It Is
In tho summer, tho sun will thaw out from six
to eight Inches of mud each day. Each night ho
shovels off what the sun has thawed. He keeps
that up nnUl by and by he gets to tho pay
streak. Tfacra are only two places In tho wholo
Interior where miners have succeeded In getting
betowihe frozen belt. Usually tho sun does not
thaw out In the summer as much as f rozo up in
the preceding wlntor.

Well, when tho prospector strikes his pay
streak ho begins to get his gravel out on tho
dump. It's only within tho last two years that
they havo learned how to work In the winter
time. IJefore that the season ended when thn
frost came in the fall, but now tho frost docs not
Interfere particularly because tho miners havo
learned how to substitute tire for sun. Each
night thn miner piles up a lot of logs In tho
plaoo wherohe wants to work and builds a tire.
In the morning the logs are burned up and eight
or ten Inches of dirt is thawed out. If it is in
the pay streak tho miner shovels the
gravel on to the dump nnd builds a new
tire. If he is Just sinking the shaft
he shovels out the refuse and builds his
new tire. So ho keeps It up. Tho miners have
found that for working In this frozen gravel and
dirt dynamite was of no use. They tried to blast
with it, but succeeded only In blowing out tho
blast holes. Dynamite will break Ice that has
formed over water, but it won't break lco In a
stream that Is frozen solid, and it has no effect
on a solid bed of frozen mud. They tried hy-

draulics also, but the streams only bored little
flho holes Into the mud or gravel and nothing
was gained by It. So tho only way to work is
with the sun or with tire.

Tho reports which have como out of tho Inte-
rior have been extremely misleading to men
who live In tho States in one respect. 1 hey have
usually failed to consider tbo time, which has
"been spent in tho diggings by tho monwbomade
tho strikes. Very little can bo accomplished or
has been accomplished In tho Yukon by less
than a three years' stay. A good part of the
llrst season Is consumed In gcttinir to tho mines.
It takes the second Boason usually for prelimi-
nary work, even If a claim is at onco discovered
and located. l)y tho end of the second year the
claim ought to be well opened up. and perhaps
enough money mado to pay expenses. The third
year the miner looks to make bis profits.

It Is truo that some of the best strikes on tho
Klondike this year were made by tonderfeet,
but that is accounted for by a situation which
has almost nover before occurred. The first
strikes on tbo Klondike were made In the fall of
'1)5, and they wero so rich that they were boyond
tho belief of tho oldest placer miners on tho
Yukon. Nothing that California ever produced
could hold a candle to tbem. Tho men who bud
been prospecting tho Klondike sent down to
Circle City and Forty Miio nnd reported their
discovery. That was the year when tho Hire li
Creek and Miller Croek diggings woro most suc-
cessful. Tho miners who bnd been at work in
those digging laughed at tbo reports from tho
Klondlko, and nobody started from Clrclo City
for tho new diggings until tho men who were at
work on tho new strikes did not come In for tho
winter. Then the boys In Circle City and Forty
Milecumeto the conclusion that thero must be
somo truth In tho reports ot tbo new hi Dorado,
and started out there. Last your they dovotod
very largely to prospecting, nna not many
claims woro well opened up. Ho It happened
that some of tho tendorfeot who went In thero
along toward tho close of last year s season and
early this spring cot hold of somo of tho best
claims in tho district. That thing has noer
happened before in Alaska, and It isn't likely to
happen again.

Tho stories that havo gone down from up hero
about tho great wages that have been pa d In
the diggings nro no doubt responsible for a largo
part of the largo rush up bore. Many of the men
who havo come have como with the belief that
e en If they do uotlstrlko claims whlch.w III yield
them comfortable fortunes in n short time, thoy
can nt leuBt got plenty of work nt wages so far
In advance, of what thoy hao been getting in
the States that tbev can nccumuluto u fair re-

turn for their work. In tho main tliat Is u mis-
take. For a tlmo in thn summer when there
lswator to wash gravel, wages undoubtedly
aro high. In somo cases as much as two and u
half ounces of gold dust, or about .10 a day. has
been paid on Klondlko diggings, but this is un
exception. Tho average wages was about an
ounce a day, or a llttlo better than 820. That Is
big pay, but It lasts for only a short time, and It
Is to be had only by one who has made the trip
over the pass and w ho Is able to do a full day s
work for an man. Thoro Is no child's
play In panning gravel,

The present population of tho country, mining
not being considered, is fully up to all Its Indus,
trial requirements. There la no chance for work
in southeastern Alaska. Tho professions are
fnllv rourescuted. and thoro is aelut In tho labor
market. There Is almost no opening for artisans
and mechanics. In mining and prospecting
alone Is there an opportunity for newcomers,
and they must be prepared to llnd their own
fields, and to support themselves until the
fields are found, Thoy cannot place any depen-
dence on their own labor for support In uny di-

rection, nnd the best thing a man can do w ho Is
contemplating coming up hero to work Is to
stay nwuy,

Thlslctlor is not meant to bo a croak nbout
Alaska In nny souse. There Is plenty of gold up
hero for the right men, but It Is meant to bo a
fair, honest, and serious warning to the hun-
dreds and hundreds of wrong men who are
either starting up, or contemplating doing so, to
get tbo gold thoy never could get under far
mora favorable conditions than thoso that exist
here. The valley of the Yukon Is full ot gold.
Only a little patch of It has been prospected.
Hundreds of streams novor bavo been touched.
There aro thousands of bars where no prospector
has sot foot. No man knows what fortunes He
in wait for the lucky finders J but to repeat tho

from Mulvnuey, which I usod InnQuotation It takes u man llko Capt. Crook of
tho HUck Tyrone, " with all his teeth In their
oockuts ,tnd his two feet beneath hlut" to get It,

Of CHUNK'S RICH SAND.
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Owners or Unproductive Parma Rendered
Wealthy Naddrnly lllchra That Have
Flowed Out or Wells In IK Month. A Do
nanra on the Hen era Indian Reservation.

ItoMVAtt, N. Y Aug, 21. Tho most curious
oil field In tho world has been developed In Now
York Stato In tho past year. Tho now pool Is
located along Chipmunk Run, n mountain brook
that empties Into tho Altegany Illver In tho
southeastern corner of Cattarnugus county. The
Hold ns defined nt present cxtonds nlong both
sides of tho Chipmunk valloy for four miles and
varies In width from 100 rods to two miles. Tho
mouth of tho valley butts up ngnlnst tbo Sonecn
Indian Reservation.

Of courso Chipmunk has a history, but thoro
is no record showing why tho vnlloy recotved
such a name. Even tho oldost Inhabitant docs
not remember. Tho nnmo wnn thoro when ho
camonnd blazed a road among tho tall pines and
picked out n lovol spot for a log cabin. It was a
year nnd a half ago, whon Gcorgo Sheridan of
Olcnn, nil oil limn of experience, but no capital,
induced Dr. J. P. Colegrovo ot Bnlntnanca, who
possessod capital but no cxperienco, to tost tho
Chipmunk Vnlloy for oil, Sovcral wells
wero drilled, but thoy proved to be value-
less. Just enough oil wob found In each
woll to keep up tho experiment until
Colegrovo was dlsrourngcd. Thon camo a
lucky turn. Now ton & Johnson of Ilrad-for-

drillers and contractors, wero consulted.
In ordor to hold n lcaso ot tbo King tract It was
necessary to drill a w ell nt onco. Colegrovo and
Sheridan offered tho contractors n half Interest
lnallthoir leases If thoy would drill a well on
tho King lot. Tho offer wni accepted after a
great deal of hesitation. It was regarded ns a
foolish movo by tho contractors, hut thoy were
willing to chnnco It onco for luck. It was to bo
tho Inst test before giving up the field.

Tho progress of tho well wns watched with
feverish Interest by Colegrovo nnd Sheridan.
Tho night beforo the sand wns reached thoy re-

mained nt tho well. It was a stormy night, but
they had too much nt stuko to mind that. Tho
next afternoon, May 1, 181)0, at a depth of S7S
feet, the drill tapped twcnty-tlv- fcot of rich
gray sand and tho hole filled with oil, A mes-sag- o

was sent to a torpedo olllco and the next
day tho well was shot. It mado n line flow and
atartod oft at tbo rato of ISO barrels a day. It
was tho key thnt unlocked the Mold.

Tho owners wero Jubilant, but other oil opera-
tors laughed nt thcui, and said that no shallow
well ever lasted long. King No. 1, as it was
christened, paid for Itself In four das, and In
tho first thirty days it poured out w ortli
of oil, and Is still flowing 450 barrels a month.
This nno well bus produced n small fortune.
Colcgro o, bherldnn & Co. had great faith in tho
field, and proceeded to drill more wells, hut It
wns early In September beforo other operutora
realized what a good thing Chipmunk was, and
began to scramble for leases. Whon tho time
camo to shut donn drilling (or tho winter, there
were 300 wells completed, nnd tho monthly pro-
duction of tho lool was 50,000 barrels.

So great became tho scramble for leases that
somo fabulous prices wero paid to farmers.
Coast & Son, ot Olcan paid John McCalTrey
$10,000 bonus and uu eighth royalty for a tlfty
acre slico of his farm, nud other upcrutors paid
large sums for what appeared to bo desirablo
property. Somo of the leaso hunters bought
gold hricks, for there is not n more deceptive oil
field than Chipmunk, ltisn gucssnnrl; land.
Every well is a test well, and dry holes aro
drilled within 2nd reel of 200 barrel wells.

The depth of the oil sand varies. At tho
mouth ot thnlle the Chipmunk formation Is
found at n depth of '192 ft et, and back on tho
hills tho wells are drilled dou u 000 ft 1 1. At tho
upper end of the Meld tho sand is thirty feet in
thickness, and further doun the valley it is
eighty fret thick. At tho upper end of tho y

thero Is n heavy eas prtwmroln tho wells,
and at tho mouth of the valley there Is scarcely
any gas and there U great danger from salt
water. Several wells that started off big havo
been drowned out by salt water, but tho ope-
rators are gradually learning how to ovcrcomo
that trouble. Salt water, which Is tho curse of
the Held, underlies tho oil sand, and If the drill
Is sent through the sand thn water rushes In
and there Is trouble. Another peculiarity ex-
ists at the mouth of tho alley. Three oil sands
aro found, the first at a demh of 204 feet, which
produces a lino lubricating oil that sells for

2.u3 a barrel: tho second at a depth of 355
feet, which contains a small quantity of oil, and
tho rich Chipmunk sand sapped at 31)2 feet.

During tho rainy season list full and this
spring tho road up the valley was n yellow,
sticky canal, and ten horses wore required to
haul a drilling cnglns over It. Tho river di-
vision of tho estorn New York nnu Pcnnsj

Itnllrond crosses the mouth of tbo vnlloy
on the edge of the reservation, and for many
days thoro was an average of fifty cars loaded
with oil well supplies standing on the sidetrack.
A station was built, an agent sent there, und an
enormous amount of business done. A tele-
phone and telegraph office was also established.
Hundreds ot people Hocked to the new field
every day and dozens ot hemlock boarding
houses were built along tho rood up the valley.

In order to hold leases it was necessary to
drill wells as fast as possible und In several
Instances rival operators began bucking tbo
lino and that lea to trouble. Tun unwritten Inw
of tho oil country Is that operators shall keep
back a reasonable distance from tho lenso
border, but In several cases derricks were built
within eight feet of each other or on 011101111111;

farms. A company of railroad employees leased
tho right of way from the Wcstorn New York
nud Pennsylvania railroid and drilled wells on
lmth sides of tho truck for 11 long
Thero was barely room for a dorrick between
tho ends of the tics and tho right of uny line,
and no sooner had they started these wells than
thu owner of tholcasnon both shies of the rail-
road right of way began to buck tho lino nnd
drill wells within n fow feet of thoso of his
rivals. Tho writer counted 11 wells on less
than three acres along tho railroad track. Tho
result was that tho territory was drained. Ono
well on ten acres Is usually tho rule.

Chipmunk oil isligbt green In color, "lively."
and cannot bo distinguished from the best Penn-
sylvania crude. Tho operators think that Itought to command a premium, nnd. In fact, an
Independent refinery is buying somo of tho pro-
duct nt an advance, of ten cents a barrel over the
prices paid by tho Stundnrd OH Company, whoso
pipe linos rover every part of tbo field. Tho oil
runs by gravity from tho storago tanks on tho
louses 10 tho big pump station nt tho mouth of
the valley, nnd is then furred through a thrco-Inc- h

pipo lino to Olcnn, n Htonign station on the
big pipe lino that runs to the sralioard refineries.

When tho oil boom camo tho Chipmunk val-
ley whs a sleepy hollow, shin In by hills live
hundred feet high. Tho hemlock nnd plno tim-
ber had been cut away and tiro had run through
tho slashings. There wero few good farm-
houses along tho creek that wound down tho
vnlloy, nnd slab and stump fences wore many.
Tho nearest post olllco wiih llvn miles nway.
The farmers worked hard nnd nover oven
dronmed flint thoundorsliloof tholr farms was
lined with a flood of nil thnt was waiting for
tho tap of thn drill to bring thnm morn money
than their loather pockotbooks
bud over held.

An old trum road that hail Imjcm used to haul
1oh from tho upper end of tho valley tun saw-
mill, a mllo nbuvt- - tho railroad station, was
turned to account last winter when the roads
bwnmo linpassublo, unit it regular train si hedulo
lain now, Tho road was repaired und
tlttcsl up to haul freight und pusheugers. Ononf
tho llttlo engines In uso is of a t) long since
hint sight of. It is a cross betwocn u huiid cur, u
funning mill, and a Watorlmry wutch, but its
whUtio rivals tho screech of n tug in distress.
The rails aro light, and thero Is 110 ballast.
Through thu swamps tho rails are spiked to tim-
bers laid lengthwise, Tho conch Is a combina-
tion of pnsseugf r, baggage, nnd 0bsurv.1t ion cur,
nnd weaves und swuvs over thu road like a
drunken man, aud the rails crouk nnd groan llko
a grlndstiino that needs oiling. Homo of tho way
tho road winds between tull trees, and on cither
side, towering high above tho truck, are oil der-
ricks, making thu ride n picturesque one.

Thcro are somo bappv farmers In the valloy.
Gray-haire- John McCaffrey is one ot them, lie
is years old und came "unto tho creek"thirty ) ears ago, und cleared up a farm lu tho
woods. Ho owns 400 aores of land, about oau-thlr- d

of which is cleared. The rest Is steep hill-rfld- o

and swamp, lie has received thus far
$24,000 in bonuses, and every morning when ho
gets ud ho la $40 richer than ho wns when he
went to bod from royalties jecolvod from the
woiis on nis larni. lie is a naru-neaue- a 01a man,
who Is nut swelled up by his good fortune, and
has worked ovory day since things began to
como his way. Tho writer found blui digging a
ditch the othor day. working harder than any
man In his employ.

" I'vo worked hard all my llfo, ho Baid, " and
am sura I would bo miserable doing nothing.
Of courso, it is nice to bu rich nnd havo all tho
monov you want, but I am too old now to enjoy
travelling, so I will work away hero In tho
valley until tho end comes. I like mv old neigh-
bors und friends, und do not vvunt to movo awny
to a strunco community. I think I vv 111 bo hup-pie- r

working thin rusting out, nnd, of courso. If
I got crippled up with rheumatism and have to
quit work, I won't have to worry about money
matters." His wife seems very nappy and ap-
pears to bo much Interested lu tbo oil develop-
ments. They havo six big, strapping boyB. all
steady fellows, and tbo oil boom will make them
all rich some day.

John McCabo owns a stumpy farm adjoining
McCaffrey's. Ho Is 70 years old, nnd when he
brought his v.lfo into tho wilderness many years
ago she cried all night and wanted to return
home. It was so lonesome, He lives In n little
unpjiUUjdJiouie on the hUlr, urouud whlch

Is an orchard that he set out with his own
hands. Ho has received $15,000 In bonuses and
has a good-size- Income from royalties.' '

Faith," ho said, "and lsn t It nbout time for
luck to como along If I am to havo a bit offood Idiot Idon't havo to work any more,

and my wlfo and I propose to tnko llfn oasy the
rest of our days." McCabo Is n sharp little Irish-
man who puts In his tlmo In thn shiulo watching
tho pumpers at work on tho w oils on his farm,
and shukes hands with ovory stranger that
comes along. Tho only feature of tho oil busi-
ness hodoesn t llko Is tho nltro-gl- v cerlno vv agons,
and bo steers dear of them. A llttlo hemlock
shanty town has sprung up on his farm, and ho
Is proud becauso It Is Ifnoiv n as MrCulwvlllo.

Tho widow Mary Ilynn owned n ninety-acr- e

farm that proved to bo on tho belt, nnd her In-

come from roynltlos is8100 n week. Her thrco
daughters nro counted among tho most oltglblo
In tho valley by the vounp fanners. Of courso
tho fact thnt tho Widow Ityun secured a good-size- d

bonus nnd tins a nlco Income- has nothing
to do with the case. ,

Thn Iloughorty lot of forty ncrns was of such
small Imtiortanco that It was sold for taxes a
couple of 3 oars ago. There is n, row ovor tho
title now, nnd n few dnysngo oil men swore that
tho tract was worth tflO,0(H. In less than n
yonr It has produced fOll.OOO worth of oil. A
year ago Ooorgo Ilulkloy was pumping on nn oil
lcaso near Hollvnr by thu month. Ills
mothor-ln-la- owned a llfty-acr- o strip,. of
wild land that strotehed over both sides
of a high hill haik from tho ( hlpuionk
valloy. It vvas regarded as oft the belt. Tho
strip was only 33Hi roils wlilo nnd wi offered
forSlflO, but found no takers. Mrs, llulkley's
mother was taken 111. nml she went thcro to
ntirso her. Mr. Ilulkloy went down on n visit,
nnd his mother-in-la- induced him and another
son O'llrlon by nnine, to drill a test well
on the tract. It wns ban! work, becauso thoy
bnd little faith In tho scheme. It was wIMi
many misgivings that they located tho llrst
well. H started off nt lf0 birrels n day. Othor
wells equally good wero drilled, and If vou of-

fered llulklov & O'llrlcn KCiO.OOO for their lenso
they would probably laugh at sou. It Is

ono of tho richest in tho Held. Sn tiiiirh for n
mother-in-law'- s Intuition. Mr. IlulMc-- is fore-
man of tho lease, and works ovory day.

The King tract of eighty acres, which has mado
Colegrovo, Shorldiin K Co. rich men, was mv ned
liyJark King, a switchman cmpluicd by tho
Erin Rntlinad at Halahianen. It ciimii to him
from his father, who was an early Hcttlcr In tho
vnlley. Most of the timber had been cut away,
and ho rented a pnrt of It fur n pasture, realizing
sMOnvcar out of it. Theday the first blgwoll
was completed King, who Is a gray-haire- man,
nsked tho rnllroiul company for n la) ofT and
surrendered his kevs. Ho Is still Is lug off. His
lnconui from his roynltlos Is fllOOn week and
will mean a fortuno to him In five years. Ho
lives at Salamanca and Is planning to build a.

lino rcslilcnoe.
" I am getting tired of loafing, he said to tho

writer. "1 believe the happiest man Is throne
who works ever)-day-

. and 1 havo not enjoyed
being rich. Money don't make me as contented
as I nlw ays drcsmed It would, and oil need not
bu surprised to hear that I have gone back to
work again."

P. II. Davitt of llradford. after drilling seven
dry holes nnd getting hcnrtllv slcn of wildcat
ting, secured a lease ot 100 acres of the McCaO
troy farm laet fall. Throe weeks after the leaso
was cinched ho received nn offer of $20,000 for
his bargain. He went to drilling mm several of
his wells started off at 200 barrels a da-- , and
his Investment will bring him n fortune. His
wells aro located In asn amp almost Inaccessible
from the main road. The wnterls twofcctdccp
around some of tho wells, which aro connected
bra plank sidewalk built on spiles driven Into
the mud.

In searching for an extension of the Chipmunk
Pool tn tho west, in thn town of Ited Houo,
Doughirty & Wcllnian Htruck 11 gas woll thnt is
flowing nearly 2,000,000 feet n day, and nrmther
that Is almost as cood. When the snild was
taliped tho tools wrre blown out of the hole, and
the roar of rscnpim: gas could le liennitvvo
mllesana). Tbo gnswas sold to the Standard
Oil Companv and piped to llradford and other
tities supplied by It. Dougherty ,"c Wollmnn
havo 1,400 acres leased, and will drill nulls tin
tho trie t as fast as they are needed to keep up
the pressure. Their iucomo from the two gas
wells amounts to several thousand drillnni a
month. Other test wells have Won drilled In
othci directions nnd home oil found, but tho
cream of the pool Is confined to the Chipmunk
Valley and surrounding hills.

The Devonian (111 Company has several thou-
sand airik of land leased In tho Chipmunk

thu heaviest operator. It has 10
men on Its pay roll. The Srouth Penn, 11 branch
nf the Standard, has n blc strimrof leases, nnd a
good fied production. In November thero
were thlrtv strings of tolls running in tho
fluid; now thero are not more than six, owing to
thcMciidy decline of the oil market and the fait
that It Is 1111 longer ncceviars inilrlU'wells to
hold leases anil there are no line fights in Prog-
ress. There nre hundreds of locations for good
wells to be drilled, besides the txisslbillty of find-
ing n pas ing sand at n lower depth. When the
oil market starts upward there will bo lively

The leaso that has created more talk than all
of tho others Is owned by the Seneca OH Com-pau- )

. t omiiosed of Salamanca men, w ho huv o ft
ratified lease of 4,000 aires; of thoSeneca Indian
reservation. This is tbo lcaso that Senator Quay
tried so hard to have annulled last spring. As
soon as the Chipmunk developments heudeel to-
ward tbo reservation there was n scramble for
leuses. It was claimed that the Indians had no
right to lease land as individuals; thnt tho min-
eral nnd oil rights b longed to tho Guvernnient.
A luec.iug of the iiieca Nation was held at thu
council house, and several offers wero made for
tho oil right nfa portion of tho reservation.
Tho proposal of the fciiecn Company was

It wax claimed that fraud secured tho
lease, and an investigation was ordired. The,
charge was not prutcd, and after 11 hard fight,
in which Congressman Hooker huiiiiliineu
thecnusiMif the hcmcaCnmpnn), tho lenso was
ratified b) thu Uuveruiiienl. Tho trouble nroso
from the fact that there wero two fsit Ions
among the red men. llradford parties, through
Shongo, a brave, n leuse of a por-
tion of tho reservation and put up a derrick. It
was no sooner completed than 11 party of braves
who were friendly to thu eueca Company

tho derrick and stood guard for two
weeks on tho disputed ground and kopt tho rig
builders off the reservation. Tho Scnccn Coin-pan- s

"I" make a fortuno out of tho lease. It
already has 1 1 wells. Its leaso runs
for iilncts-nln- o years, and there is room for 400
wells un tbo properts. Tho Indians receive a
royalts-- . The bonus puld by tho Menem Com.
pany was small, and it mado u, ten striko when
It enpturod tho lease.

Chipmunk is tho richest shallow pool in tho
world. I tie co- -t of completing a woll is about
tWO, nnd some wells Inn 11 paid out in three
dujs. It usually lakes 11 weok to complete a
well. In West Virginia, for instance, the wells
aro 3,31)0 feet deep, require threo months to
complete them, und cost flO.OOO. Chipmunk
wells uru shot with forty quarts ot

nnd nfter flowing a fow days aro
rigged op nml set to pumping. Up to tho present
BOO wells havo been drilled, and It has not been
all smooth sailing. A score of men baviiiiiiulo
fortunes, nnd other upcrutors have sunk tho
savings of years in a string of dry holes. The
man who strikos it rich Is regarded as n very
bright follow, but tho pour devil who risked all
and lost it rinds no one willing to listen to his
tale. It's the up feature of the oil
business that makes it fascinating.

To the farmers thn oil boom lias been ua good
as a Klondlko strike. Thelrmeadovvsnredotted
with derricks und pumping rods stretch from the
power houses to the wells In cvory direction,
compelling them in many cases to turn their
meadows Info pasture lotB. but they are tired of
fanning nnd elo not couipluln. Even Uio Bun-day- s

are noisy now, fur oil wells must ho
pumped every day In tho week. All day long
you hoar thoHqueakof tho sucker rods, the hiss
of escaping steam, tho steady chuck, chuck of
tho donkey pumps that forco water from tho
creek to thu wolls back on tho hills, und thn
weird shriek nf tho "barkers" fastened to tho
exhaust pipo on tbo engines thnt toll tho pumper
at tho further end of tho leaso that tho vv ells ho
started up nro pumping. At night tho hills all
along tho valley are llghtod up by gas torches
thai make tho tall dorricks appear llko sentinels
keeping a vigil over tho winding voiles far

J- - !' Hkhhick.

Wo Pn.t rirst Ua.e.
Ohio SI11I Journal,

Manchester, in Adanis counts-- , has a colored
baseball nlno thnt has). Iiceti beating every tiling
In southern Ohio. Not long slmo they sent
word to West I'nlon. tho county sent of that
counts', 'h.it they wished to nrrnngu for u game
viith tlm colored lioys ut that place. Although
West Union had no regularly organised nlno
tho challenge was accepted. A tuam was gotten
together and put U practice.

Thoilay for thn giiino arrived nnd tho two
tcnnii met on tho Knir Orouuds, The West
Union loys had soverut players In tholr team
who hud novor been lu a match game and know
as llttlo ubsut the rules us thus old nbout play-
ing. Ono of them vvas Pcto Johnson, a tall d

darky, who was assigned to hold down
ilrstbaso. Pete's bunds woro as big as a bum
door, and w lieu ho opened them out It looked as
If It were Impo'Slble for a ball to puss him.

The game vv as called and the visitors took the
bat. The llrst man up hit an eass little pop-u- p

to tint base. Pcto got under It. It fell plump
Into his open hands, but bounced out and rolled
to ono side. The batter reached his base. Peto
picked up the ball, and, stepping up to the base,
hit the runner In the back with tbo hand con-
taining tho ball and almost knocked the breath
nut nf lilm.

Ho stood holding the ball, apparently waiting!
for tho runner to vacate the bane. Presently ho
said:

" You'so out. nlggah.
"Saw, 1 Isn'toui, nuthor," replied the runner,
"Mlstah nlggah, I suz you'so out," repeated

tho burly llrst baseman.
"Naw.IIsu't out,' 'protested the runner. "I

wuz on my base when i ou touched mo."
"An" you eoz yon Isn't out I'
"Courso I Isn't out, man. You fro' de ball to

depltiher."
The umpire called out the man wns safe,

but Peto took no heed. He ran his hand down
Into his pants pockets and drew out an ugly
looking ruror. Striking a menacing attitudo,
ho again directed his attention to tho runner,
and said:

"Mlstab nlggah, I stx onco mo' you'so out
Now Isn't you out I and ho opened tho blade ot
the razor,

"Ycssir. yoeslr," the now thoroughly
frightened runner, I so out, I'se out," and he
hurred off tho base.

That ended tbegamo. Tho visitors saw clearly
that they had no (ojtlblQ ihgn Of over getting
past flm bossy

'jt'Cj-,- t'Ji,-r;i- :y'.M'fii,'"lCiy'',A- - st.Vf. tX?;'

GOLD CAROLINA.

BOMB JtlO XVOOETS TAKEN FROTH
xnn noxEKit vlaoeii xixes.

Rich Yield, or the Mines or the Tnr Heel Rtntfi
a Century Ago The Klghtj-Poun- d Lump or
Clolit that Wns Traded to n Peddler A ul

Woman Miner Stories or nig Finds.

"It scorns strango to mo," said n citizen ot
Charlotte, N. C who is among tho Houthorn
visitors now In this city, "that among nil tho
stories of placer mining nnd nugget finding
that tho Klondlko excitement has brought out,
not n reference has boen mado to tho original
plncor mlnos In this country, from which mil-

lions of dollars hod been taken In dust and
nuggets long beforo gold was discovered In
California. Thoso woro In North Carolina,
and so far nro thoy from bolng exhausted
that In a fow weokB Inst year $12,000 In dust
nnd nuggets was taken out within an nrca of
100 ynrdB, at n depth of from ono foot to three
fcot. Tills is at tho Crawford nilno, In Btnnloy
county. A d nugget of pure gold was
found thoro In August, 1805. nnd onowolghlng
rJij pounds In April, 1800. Lnsl March two nug-

gets woro uncovered, ono weighing 5ti pounds
anil 0110 3 pounds, nil virgin gold.

"Hut that record Isnothliigtotliat of tholtocd
mlno in Cabarrus county. Taking them In tho
order of their weight and not chronologically,
the ltccd initio has yielded nuggets weighing 28,
22,17,111,1311, llio.O (two), 8 (two), 6. 3. 23
(Urn), 2, nnd l.'i pounds, nil pure gold excopt tho
22 pounder, which hnd soma quartz mingled
with It. This lino wns found In April, 181111.

whorotho ground had bocn worked over tlmo
nnd time again. No record hns been kopt of
nuggets smaller than tho pound nml three-quart- er

nno, although hundreds havo been
wnshed out nt tho ltecd mine ranging from ten
ounces down to a pennyweight.

"TIhto Is authentic rocord of nil those big
nuggott, and Heed family tradition mentions
ono still larger, although, nt tho tlmo It was
fouud.thoauccstralllocd who discovered it along
the crock lu his field did not know it wns gold,
nnd when n travelling poddler ofTcrcd him a pair
of brass shoo buckles, flvo yards of doeskin, and
a pewter mug for tho 'rock,' ns it wns called,
that Innocent old gentleman was glad enough to
make tho trade Tho family tradition is that
(his rock weighed ulghty poundB. nnd when,
years later, a descendant of that Heed learned
that a similar rock, found In tho sumo crook.was
gold, and It brought him $350 from a Fayotto-vlll-a

goldsmith, ho became certain that tho
one his forbear had disposed of for a song
wns nn eighty-poun- d lump of gold and the
family bellcvo so to this day. Whether It was
or not. It is a fact that the llrst report of tho
United States Mint in 17113, records tho receipt
of several thousand dollars' worth of gold from
North Carolina. No gold hnd been mined lu
North Carolina or anyw horo else In this country
then. If you should nsk down in Cabarrus county
where they thought that gold eould havo como
from, they'll toll you pretty quick that It wns
part of thai nuggot old Farmer ltoed
traded tn tho peddler for a fow shillings' worth
of goods. And how aro you going to say that
It wasn't I

"Hut the ltoed who sold tho subsequent nug-
get for S'.'WO hadn't much reason to boast ov cr
his' nhecstor of tho traditional eights-poun- d

nugget. The second nugget wns tbo seventeen-pounde- r

ot the I teed mlno record, and was tho
llrst ouoof that lot found, ltecd's
boy lugged Itin from the creek ono day, where
he had gone to shoot fish. It was shaped llko a
flntlron, and was called tho tlnllron stnno on
tint nccount. It lay nbout tho house four or
five years, and by and by a Fajcttetllln gold-tnilt- h

heard of it. Ho tent word to Heed to
fetch it with him ronio tiny when he was coming
to town, nnd ltoed did bo. It was then he learned
tint it wns gold, and readily accepted 330 for
it. It was worth nearly ten times thnt.

"The selling of that nugget was the beginning
of gold hunting In North Carolina, und it was
not many months before all tho streams In that
part of the State wero lined with prospectors,
and it wus there that the raco new to this coun
try tho frenzied gold hunterhod Its origin.
The placer mines wero lu Cubnrrus. Mecklou-berg- ,

Stanley, and adjacent counties. Along
their streams the cradle and the liing-to- camo
into existence1. Itich place minis were subse-
quently found lu ltutherford. MiDouell. und
llurku euuuties, in the- - .'Mountain
district, nnd repaid ritlii) the diggers, uiunv uf
w hum wero women, 'lhe pluier und pit mines
nf North Carolina wore Q full of gold that they
supplied the the United States mints und tho de-
mands of trade in tills eoiiutrs with tbo pro
eluus metal until tho disiuvc-r- s of gold in Cali-
fornia, when the ininert, i!tE.frtcd tho Carolina
fields and rushed wildls toward tho new Kl Do-
rado, just us people are pushing on to tho

The gold districts of North Carolina
huvo furnl-dir- d the United Mates mints alone
with 2r,(XiO.OiHI worth uf gold

"The ltccil plantation, with Its jiold of nearly
$00,000 in big nuggets alone, and its hundreds
und thousands of dollars in smaller nuggets aud
dust, wns not the etuly phenomenal producer of
?old in thu pioneer American diggings. Thu

Dnni mine, In Montgomery count)-- , was
u wonder. This was thu properts of a man
name el Thomas Faney, who, up tu thu time of
the diseiivery uf gold ou it, wasu thrifts and
steiidv-goln- g citizen. When lie began picking
up "r70O worth of gold a dns, how ever which
was the amount his diggings ) Icldcd for months- his silditi uriches turned Ills head. He took tu
drink, nnd Indulged in ull sorts of

Hu was a great deer hunter,
and It is related of him thnt it bo
came n faMiritu pistlmo of ids logo hunting his
fnviirite game with bullets run from pure
gold. Old residonts of thnt locality tell of thn
killing uf a buck by a hunter lung after I'anin 's
death. In tbo shoulder uf which, when this deer
was dressed, hu found a flattened piece of gold,
wbilo ill its hip wus another nearly $100 north
of gold in all. It was nupposod tliat, these were
a pair of Fancy's bullets with which he hail
w ounded tho deer some t lino w ben he w ns hunt-
ing. Fancy drank hiui.elf tu eleath whllo his
property vvas still yielding a fortune.

"Thu Ilarringer farm, in Stanley eoiiiity. If It
were giving up gold as it was then, would be a
good enough Klondlko for any ordlnnry man.
lhe owner of lids property washed for months
out of the gravel In the small creek Hint flowed
through his farm from 1100 to 500 penny weights
nf gtilel n week. At last he cmne tu tbo end of
the gravel deposit, and outcropping from it knoll
utthn side uf tho creek hu noticed a peculiar
rock formation. Hu knew nothing about min-
ing, bin ho conceived tho Idea thnt in thoso
rotks was thn hidden soure'u of the gold ho had
found In tho (rook. IIu dug Into tbo hill
three feet, and thcro camo to n nest
of gold in qunrt7. Hu took out l.AOO
pennyweights that day. Next day ho dug
down further, anil disuncrcd another pocket,
fruin which betook 1,000 pennyweights of gold,
making r2,fl0 worth thu little knoll hud yielded
in two dajs. The creok hnd nlieaety 3 leldcd

1(),()(HI in less than n mile, llnrrlngcr dug
down twelve feet deeper, nud found In nil $11,000
worth of gold; hut ho had got below tho water
level, and tiiu water from tbo creek broke
through and Hooded his mine. Ilefurii ho could
repair thn ilamngi) his title tu the property was
nucstlonid, und litigation was begun, which,

mora than a general inn has pushed, Is
still unsuttled, und tho llurringer mine remains
us It was left when tho vvatercuiiin in, with all
its possible hlddun riches lutnct. That was tho
firm gold quurU vein user uncovered lu tho
Lnlteid States.

"About teu miles oast of Charlotte 1b a locali-
ty known us Surfneo Hill. A good many scars
ago u man from Virginia went iluwn thero und
bought suiuu property because ho thought thcro
was gold on It, lie didn't llnd any gold, ami ho
abandoned the properly, leaving ft ill the hands
oftributers, Trlbutnrs were gold diggers that
worked Innd nnd puld thu owners a certain per-
centage of whut they found ns tributo for thu
pilvllngu. Theso tributers prospected 11 whllo,
nndoti tho top of 11 hill thoy found a lied of

slate not morn than u yard square,
from which they took 7ft pounds of free
gold, one nugget weighing Uij pounds. This Is
nil tho gold they could find on tho property.
They sold thogold forsUB.OOO. The nugget was
purcbuBMl by M.Chovoiler Vincent lllva Finola
for2.000. He sunt it to Paris.

''Tho rich plaoer deposits In North Carolina
hail been pretty gonvrnlly worked out when lhe
California gold discoveries were madu. and
quartz mining was bolng oxteiulvely and profit
ably developed, ilioro ore mines 111 uunaii,
Meeklenbcrg, Htnnley. Cabarrus Union, Mont-
gomery, nnd other counties, thut yielded from
8I.OOO.OOO10 ;i.000,000 eiach duriug the few
years thoy were In operation. They aro not

jet, but aro ldlu becauso tho ore Is low
grudotttthuilipth they have readied, and will
not warrant mining under present eondltlons.

"It Is no uniiiminim sight today lo see men,
wouioii. and even children, wllh primitive pan
or rooker, working over tlie gravel In and along
the creeks. speiHails In the Ninth Mountain
field, ami nitliotigh that gravel has lie-o- washed
and rcw ashed iiiniimerubln times during tho
past half century It nover falls lo yield these
latter-da-y prospectors enough to make a good
daj'swuges. ttllh Urn exception of the Craw-
ford mlno nnd tho Ham Christum -- another local-it- r

whom iiuggotH of fruin flv 0 to twelve pounds
In weight havo bceu found In roeent years-t- ho

widow Smith's diggings nt Smltli's Ferry
ore probably tho limit important plaoer
mines now In the State. The. w Wow .Smith
Is a mcmlHir of the Hnnuparte family of HalU-mor-

Hhu Is the only Professional woman
In the North Carolina gold Holds. Bho

workB with the rocker and rifflo
box. fcbe employs mlntm to utlpucr. rvodiht,

(

runs the ferry horsolf. Bho Is so sharp-eye- d and
shrewd that It Is said no ono ever crossed that
fenryot nnd failed to disgorge gold dust from
somewhere about his clothes when the widow
Smith Hxcd him with hor eye and boldlynnd
sharply exclaimed:
. i""''0 been washing out gold on mo .,

"ftml It over, or overboard you go I'
The widow Snilih is nn export mineralogist

nml metallurgist, nnd prepares nil her own gold
for tho market, sending It chiefly to Ilaltlmoro.
Hho has mado n fortuno by surfneo mining, nnd
hor diggings nro still yielding richly."

ESCAPED IX PVl.T, JiUESS.
A Prisoner's Imprrulvn Departure from I.lbby

Without X.en.e.
Whon Gen. John Morgnn, tho fnmous Confed-

erate rttldor, vlsltod I.lhhj Prison, early In 1801,
ho said : "Thero la no undertaking in tho world
that you havo not men In tho rrlson qunlillcd
for; Hint's why It Is strange thatiiioro of you
follows don't try to get nway,"

In I.lhby PrlBon, at tho tlmuof Morgan's visit,
thcro were nbout 1,100 ofliccrs, from beardless
socond nontenants, In tholr teens, to grizzled
leaders ot brigades and divisions. These men
camo not only from every Slnto and Territory
Inourown land, but the) represented thenrmlcs
of nearly ovory Kuropean nation. Wo hnd law-
yers), doctors, clergymen, collcgo professors, en-

gineers, editors, nnd every variety of skilled
mcrhniilc. Among tho craftsmen vvas Capt.
Cooper of Connecticut, who had learned tho
tradu of tailor In his youth, and wub conducting
n clothing storo nt Hartford, when patriotism
dominated prollt nnd sent him into tho nrmy.

Where overy man "folt sick nnd monn," to
uso nn expression common nt tho time, only
tho very Blck nnd helpless vvcro sent to tho
prison hospital, the eastern, ground floor room
of I.Ibhy. Dr. Sabnl, tho Confcdcrnto surgeon
luehurgoof tho prison hospital, vv.isns generous
nnd sympathetic ns ho was handsome nnd nble,
nnd that Is sasiug much. This gentleman kept
tho hospital full, and the fact that It wns much
wanner than tho either quarters mado It a de-

sirable placo.
Thero Is'ono ailment which, nt tho front or in

pribon, "old soldiers" could assume without
Immeillnto fenr nf detection, and thnt Is rheu-
matism. Ilheumatlsm of the affected character
has kept many n man, with more cunning than
courage, out ot tho rango of tho enemy's rlflos.
I was ms self in hospital, recovering from ty-

phoid pneumonia, when dipt. Cooper was
brought down from thu lower east room, Hhoti-mntls-

In the legs had so crippled the Captain
that ho could hardly crawl, hut his arms ap-
peared to bo all right, Tho nurses In tho hospital
were detailed Union soldiers who hnd been con-

fined in tho Pembcrton building, n warehouse
lowor down and across tho street from
Llbby. Capt. Cooper proved to bo a Jolly
good fellow; but It vvas noticed thnt when tho
Confederate authorities were not about his
rheumatism did not seem to Interfere with ogilo
locomotion. AVhero Cooper got his needles nnd
thread I cannot lmaglno, but ho had thoso cov-

eted appliances, nnd he used them to repair tho
damages in tho old uniforms of his corm-nde-

Ono day while Cooper vvas sitting cross-legge-

on hlscotrcpnlrlngthe rents InCnpt. llohnnnnn's
trousers. La Touche, tho prison Adjutant, enmo
in and watched tbo flying nccdlo with unusual
Interest. La Touche was a stout man, whoso
thick neck nnd florid face bespoke a love for good
living. Ho w as very neat in his person, n bache-
lor, and no end ot a gallant, as wo uttcrward
learned,

" Sec hero. Captain," called out Adjutant La
Touche, nftcr ho had watched Cooper for somo
tlmo, "itrc sou a regular tailor I"" That is my trndc," replied Cooper.

" Think you could makrt mo a full-dres- s uni-
form it I furnished you tho materials 1" was tho
next question." If I had your measure and a plate to goby."

" O, wo have no plntes, but I can glvo vou tho
details; I knuw all about "cm." Then tho Con-
federate Adjutant went 011 to say thnt ho had
secured all the materials, but thut tailoring hud

Koexpenslvu in tho Confederate
as tei preclude the making up of the clothes.

" un see," continued La Touche, "there Is to
be a ball nt the tatu House in two weeks, and
if I could, have tho suit made up nt 11 reasonablo
price in time for thut event it would take a
great load uff my mind."

Confederate money hod depreciated very
much at this time, so that the prices of articles,
ordinarily plentiful, vvcro fabulous. Knowing
this, thu cautious Yaukeosaid:

"What woulit you havo to pay a Richmond
tailor for making such a uniform I "

" About $100. blurted out La Touche.
"If I guaranteed you satisfaction and charged

one-hal- would 5011 give hie tho lob f"
"(iladis."said the delighted iieljutant.and tho

contract vvas cloed. 1a Toucho must havo
thought the transaction Irregular, for there was
much secrecy in his manner when the noxtduy
he camo lu alone, carrying a large bundle, in
which wns tbo material to bo made up.

Cooper examined the goods after taking his
customer's measure (the customer brought u
tape lino with him). When La Touche turned
lo leave. Cooper called out;

"I don't want a deposit. Adjutant, becauso
I'm afraid ) ou'll clear out and not come back to
my shop for tho goods; hut, aa you know, n

man needs more nnd bettor feed
than one who's doing nothing. Suit sou could
let me havo a llttlo on ai count from tlmo to
Unie it would give me nerve for the work."

La Touche took tbo hint and left $100. As
there were no dangerous cases In the hospital at
this time, the visits of Dr. Sabnl and his assist-
ants were conduce! tn the morning and evening.
On sucii occasions Cooper hud his work hidden
awus under his blanket, and his rheumatism
wns invariably "No better, sir."

With nothing to road, and only the old homo
or the present situation to think of. tinio hung
like an w eight on the hands of tho
prisoners. Hut as soon ns Cooper started In to
work in theho6pltnl overs .man who eould crawl
from bis blanket gntheieit about tn watch.

K cry das . soon after noon, Toucho danced
silently Into the hospital to bo titled nnd to boo
how tho vtork of art was proceeding. At cacli
visit ho grow iiioro delighted. "I'll havo It
ready the day beforo the ball," said Cooper.

Tho night before this creation in gray, blue,
aud gold was completed It hnd already been
paid for Capt. of tho Tbirtj-thln- l Ohio,
who bad about recovered from a gunshot wound
in tho thigh, received at Chlckamauga, drew 1110

to one side and Bald:
" 1 havo n plan for escape, and I want you to

help me,"
" Of course, I'll do It," 1 sold. " Dut why not

let inn In I"
" I can't."" Whs not 1"
" Heenusu. confound It, thero Is only ono

suit I"
Singer then wont on tn explain that he hail

to take L Touclio's uniform from lin-
er Cooper's head, nnd, after putting It on, pas

out, when tho guards were changed at das light
thu next morning. Now, over since the elnth
began tous8iimn form, this idea had taken shape
in my mind, aud I so told Singer. We drew lots
to sco which should trv it, and in) companion
won. In ins anxiety to see how Singer ninilo
out I kept uwako all night. On lanenv intent
be left ms side about an hour before daylight.
I wntehoil him moving lo where Cooper las--

,

nbout lifts feel awas. Then followed long
silence. A half hour passed, and I wns wonder-
ing i. Singer's slow miss, when Cooper's ungry
voice broke thu stillness:

"A man who'll tn tn steal from a fellow
soldier ill prison Is no man at nil!" ho said; but
ho did not nil so his voice so as to bo heard by tho
guards outside.

"Hut thestulf Isn't jours; it belongs to tbo
enemy," Singer protested, holly.

"llolongs tn tno enemy, eh I Not by a long
sight it doesn't. That uniform's mine. Why,
confound sun, over since Im Tourlin left this
afternoon I've licen at work reducing tho girth
so thnt It'll lit myself."

"You are. going to try It vourHf I"
" 1 am, Captain," chuckled Cooper. " Now,

old fellow, go back tn sour blanket; nml If sou
keep your mouth elo.ed and sour eyes open
you 11 soon see ono of thu Confcder-nt- o

officers lu Itlcliniund waltzing nut nf this
prison, with $100 In gravhuiks in his pocket, 'j
Singer enmu buck, but there was nu need tore-por- t,

us I had overheard all.
Cooper's purjioso was soon known to nil tho

men in the hospital. It wns also known that
tho doctors camo In nt 0 In tho morning, nnd
thut La Toucho would lie on bnud for hU uni-
form at 12, and between those hours Cooper
must make his attempt. Tho doctors went at
UttlO, and tho guards about the prison were
changed at 10. As soon as tho doctors went
out. Cooper, who kept un his old clothes, fur
he was u thin man we were all thin then --

dipped on tho uniform, which Included a gray
cap with a perfect niazo of gold I.icn nn tbo
crown. Wo had never nern such n transforma-
tion. The now guard had lwun on nbout U vo
minutes whon Cooper laid his hand on thu
door. Ho took no inuvu and niudu no fuss. Hu
reiisoncd very properly that tho new guard,
sunlng hu was an olllccr, would suppose hit had
entered thu hospital while tho other guard wus
011, und had Jtibt oinulctcd his mission.

At this Instnnl Cnupur's coolness wns superb.
Ills ses vveru clour nnd stendv, and there was
uut thu twitch nf a muscle to bntms the ner-
vousness hu must huvo felt. At length, to tho
grcut rullof of all, bu sw ung open thu door and
stepped out. Through the brief opening wo saw
thu guard saluting nml tho utllcer returning It.
Then tho door 1 losid with a hing nud Cooper
was freu, Tho next we heard 111 hlin hu was

In Washington.
I have seen some) apoplertle anger and havo

heard much tierce, swearing lu my time, but I
never saw so angry a mun as Adjutant Im
Touche when he enmo In fur his clothes nt noon
and found tho tailor hail carried them off on his
buik, The last thing Li luueho said, as he
bounced out of the hospital, was:

"If I catch that fellow Cooper. I'll shoot himl
I uovsr heard of such n doggone Yankee trlckl"

ALriBJ II, Calhoun.- ,- -

CHASED BY LIGHTNING. I

tub itEr. had itETTEn heat xna m
EhVlli XO TUE OltOVXlh Tj

Story Went Vntll lie Worked It on In n r I
men .. Missouri Oonntr Which Turns Out 9
llhost Klorles, While llumn Horrors, and n
Where (luantrrll rianned Ills Ma.utcra It

Johnson Coustv, Mo Aug. 21, Itlack 'jS

Wntcr, Scaly Hark, Dig and Hoar Crocks nro the J
water courses of this count y. T hero vvas a time $
when ghosts, Oorgons, horrors and I
fco-la- funis hnd their haunts nlong these U'
streams. Kvon ono comes unnwares) Mi

upon gravestones In unfrequented placos, bus 5
tho mimes ami epitaphs nro worn nwny.

Thcro Is not much doubt thnt this Boctton was W

tho starting place of many ot tho stories which j
drifted and drifted until their Identity was lost. f,
Tho llrst whlto comers to this count y vvcro from X
Virginia, Kentucky, Tonnessoe, nnd the Caro-- H
linns. Tho first towns of tho county aro gone.
You meet, occasionally, a man or woman whose J)
grandparents know of Columbus, and Ross '
Hill, and llcurds and Hrookstown. Hut them I
towns closod up years before tho war.

Thosertlorn were deeply religious, from thelf
viewpoint. High llluo wns tho camp meeting
spot where tho peoplo mot nnnunlly nnd wor
Bhlppod until their fervor was oxhnuitod and
tho absolute necessities of tholr various homos) ''

called them back. 3'
It wasnt ono of theso enmp meetings that the f

Hev. Mr. Heltcr told his lightning experience, ,. K

and the sturj passed down from ono generation 1
to another. Ono day the writer was riding over I
what Is still known In Johnson county as the 1
Old Shnvvnco Truce nu old road. Tho othas? I
man pointed to n church spire. J

"They had hard work to build that church, .

though," said thoMlssiiurlan, whoso oilstone
hud been lo ono county. "Kornlonj; ft.

time peoplo who lived about here turned up tholr i
noses when preachers hitched nnd alighted. It X
was nllon nceount of old Dad Hciter. Thatyam - nj
of liisnt High lHuciuadeskcptlcsnndlots of infl-- .. p
dels. In thcin dns s, so I'vo hcarn, preachers had j!
to do other things than preach. Some ploughed, S
nnd somo was builders, and occasionally, when V,

they wasn't fit for anything else, they koot
school, when they could llnd enough young ones &
to make a school. Dad Hciter was a chlmtef xj
builder, built chlmleys to houses. Chlmlcys la ft
them day s was built outside of the house, and woo h
of stone nnd sometimes of wood. In which case ''!
it had to bo plustercd lnsldo with mud. so the t'
ehimlcy wouldn't catch tiro. They had to use fc
scaffolds lu building the chlmleys. nnd thescaf. 1--

foldwasputup on long poIcb. higher tbnn the
chlmlcy, a

"Dad was preaching nt ono of tho Highlllu 3
meetings when n tbundor storm came up, and J
most uf tho congregation wanted to leave nnd ?
crowd into tholr wagons or cabins. Uut Dad '

Heltcr hadn't finished, and ho called to tho peo- - ;,
plo to show their faith by Biasing. Ho said It
they would ask tho Almighty to bold hack the f.
rain until tho sermon was over Ho would do It.

"'Ihcn ho told of his cxperienco with the 1
lightning. Hn was bulletin' n cbimloy, and was 4
at tho top of thn scofTold whon a storm came 4up. He told how tho llgh tiling' flashed and how $
tho winds bent truis. Hu had the chlmley all but Jllnlslied, and he asked tho Lord to tarry the v
storm until ho gut through. Hut the Lord waa 3,
not Inclined, nud Just then Dan saw a streak of V
lightning making for him, and he knew he had.
displcif cd thu Lord In asking too much. So he itiling down his trowel nnd, kctchln' ono of the 1

scaffold poles with bis hands, ho locked his feet S
on the pole and slid down without putting on any tbrakes, and the minute he struck tho groumt itbo lightning which he had Been coming fol-- A
lowed, nud came down tho polo right after him, iDad bent 11 down," 1

"Did the congregation stay T" . ,1
"I've heard pap say that his pnp.who woe k

thero right up lu front, loading tbu singing,
said thut the congregation wuuld 'a' stayed, I
'causo Dad was a power as a preacher an 1
well as a chimlev builder but Dad hadn't imure'n got tho words out when a streak J
of lightning bit a barrel of cider that sot J,
Just back of tho stand where Dad had been rSp
tcarin' round, and split tho barrel to fUn aft
dcrs and boiled up the cider into stciin. Then ' a,,
thu congregation left, and tho people said it was . t3
u sign and that Dad was a wolf in sheep's cloth- - ,
ing; und the luoetlngat High llluo broke up, and &
someof Uic converts who was to have bcon bap- - ,jR
ttzed that day backslid and thcro was mora horse "A
stealing that winter than over was known In I'fiJohnson counts." v?" WhnlSs tho connection between Mr. Ilcltera fillightning story and tho church which yon J
pointed out t"

"Nothing, only Dad Helter lived in this neck " J'
of the woods, and sou know how long It takes to '
lame a prejs dice.'

Not far from the banks of Scaly Hark Creek, a '1

waterless runnel, thoro many sears, is the T

homestead sito of a man who came to Johnson i
counts with the distinction of having bcon one .
of the stuff of Gen. Francis Marion. Of course,
tho houses tumbiod titty yours ago. Ho had a t
fainllvuf three bos sand four girls. They grew
up, as they suv out here, on the old homestead, j.
and all married here. The California crazo of j,
'111 took four of tho family. Tbo old Colonel said
thut the child who remained should Inherit the i
estate, und one of the boy s so agreed. 4

The old Colonel selected a few feet of ground ,f
Insight of his favorlto window, whore be and j
his good w if 0 wero to Ho undisturbed "ngalnst
allcomers whntsodevcr,"aBlt was written in his 1
will. Ho died soon after. For yenrs his wife "f

sat at the vv indovvand watched his grave during i
the days that she waited. When her lost sick- - J
ness came thoy placed her where she could keep J
up her vigil. After her death tho son who 5

came into ttio inheritance mado a faithful hue- - J'
buudmnn for several years.

It was not until a quarter of a century ago I
that tbo following story ceased to be told and be-- i
lleM-- In Johnson countv: A

The miii who had Inherited married, nnd his X

wlfo dieel vcars after. Mo married another 3
woman who was a vixen nud be put tbo homo- - J
stead in her name so that his children by his f
first wlfo could not como In for their share. She 1
sold the homestead and went away with her
husband, 'lhouurchaserof the homesteail held
it mans years and sold It to another man who 1
did not like to look at a gruveyard overy time $
bu stood in bis front door, and one duy lie hired f,
some men to remove thu rem ilus and the tomb- - 41
stones unit level the earth, llut nothing was ?
found In either grave-.- "

" You couldn't iiiako t ho peoplo ou Scnly Hark 5
believe for mans a day, said thu Johnson - i
countv man who told tho foregoing, "that the fj
uld Colonel didn't get out of his grave with his '
wlfu and move when tho uld homestead was s,
Bold. And It is well known in the county to , ,

this day thnt the farm has eeised to yield: the V
orchard Is barren, and w hilo thu place has boen fon the market a lung tluiu the ow nor has nover 5,
had it bid."

There Is a whllo bridge ovorlllaek Water, a fi
sluggish stream, tbu banks of which uro high u
und overgrown with willow, which gives the I
wuti rs all the mure doleful appearance. I

"This site." said ono of thu Johnson county I

Itcs, pointing to tho bridge, " was tho only ford $1
011 lllaelt Water up to tho tluiuof the breaking , ;J
out of the war. lliern was n man vvbn lived ten , ji'
miles bad. who hud 11 daughter, und sho ran
awa with a young fellow wlio was not liked by ,, ,JFy

her Mther. Thcs had sovcral inlles thostart be- - . L

fore tho uld man found nut w hat was up, and he , i,
galloped In pursuit. Ho came In sight of the i
elopers right hero Just, as lxxhlnvar spurred his
horse Into the water, which was high and swift.
Tho soungsters never gut across, and, although
tho waters run down, and search was mado for '

many a day, thu bodlos worn never found.
'lor v curs after tlio old man's death hoi ,ed

to bo seen dressed lu white on his whlto h -
und with n shotgun nn his shoulder on t 's t
vers situ when thn night wns tho blackest and '

the witter was highest. The ford was deserted, 1
nnd peoplo went out of their way It f
until c itj body of thnt time died nil nud the j
new general ion built this bridge, Yuu see. it's '
white. Well, tho story is that the county didn't '.

p'tltil it, nor sot any cltlcn. And some of the t
old women Has it was painted bv the ghost of I
the siniiig woman who tied with Uichinvnr, and 1
that tho gliosis keep It painted whlto in her
memory." 1

These nro samples of Johnson county stories,
Wherever Diie stops for thn niglit one can tm as- - !J

surcxi of healing recitals like thisc. Ono thing.
however, ts true. It was here, on the bank ot
Hlack Water, that yuantrcll, the famous !
guerrilla, gathered the men vv horn In. trust, ,
thu Jitmiw buys, tho Younger. Todd, Jnvrctte. J

Hliint, Oregg. nnd Anderson, and at the. houso
of Capt. 1'iirilce, thn site of which is pointed out,
planned I lie I Jiwrenei. massacre. Tliuplnnion- - '
sisted In Quantrell asking each of his men what V

ho wanted to do, und each limn replied! "Law .

rente or bell, but with one provlci- - that w Mil i

overy nialo thing." J

To Change a Current fur ( Mutate' Saba, i
rVi'ia lhe Murntnj Oregoniun. '

A Toklo Journal Is responsible for the follow- -
Ing; " Vledlvostock, being the torinlnus of the
hlberinii mtlwni.ls a must imKirtaiil port In
Itusstu. Notwithstanding this fact, over four
months during the cold stasou tbu port is '
bloektd with liu unit spring truflla is entirely
impossible, nud therefore thu railway loses j
intieli nf its advantage's. Thu Russian author!- -
ties i iM'iuiliaviirc'il formally soars tocomiuor
nature, and somo years ugn lio breaking ships
were introduted to break iijien the lee, but It bos
been found that the npernllnn is useless. T

" A eertaln engineer lias hit upon Ihn rather
wonderful Idea of reclaiming; tun uuriowrst part 1

nf the Tartar Strait, between Saghnllen mid the
ii mainland, HuIh uf opinion, if this is

done, the old current that enlern thu Jupaneso
Sea iruiii thu Are tic, via llehring Straits, will be '
1 lurked, nnd thu passago of the warmer tide,
mining .from tho south, through the Suy- -
shlma Strait, will maki. tbu water un tho coasts
uf Japan, us well as ut Vladivostok, wanner, ,
and tho latter will bo warmer ull the rear
around. This scheme was presented to the ltus-sla-ii

Uovernment for approval, and It is now en-
gaged In its Investigations. There Is a proba-
bility of this pleco of smart engineering belna;
entered upon after the completion of the Uibe
rlan ralhvuy. "

i


